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CHAF Basics 
 The Cambr idge 
Housing Assistance Fund is 
operated by the Cambridge 
Community of Realtors in a 
public/private partnership 
with Cambridge banks, 
HomeStart, and the Cam-
bridge Multi-Service Center 
for the Homeless. CHAF 
provides a bridge to housing 
for homeless and near home-
less families and individuals by 
assisting with the startup costs 
of renting an apartment and 
helping families avoid eviction.   
 CHAF is a broad-
based community coalition of 
Realtors, civic and business 
leaders, universities, local 
banks and attorneys pulling 
together to break the cycle of 
homelessness.  Since its in-
ception in 1999, CHAF has 
raised over $1,300,000, 
enough to open doors for 
nearly 1,400 households. 

www.CHAFund.org 

C H A F  R E P O RT S  

Home Sweet Home 
October 16th  

 
 

Join CHAF’s 12th Anniversary 
Benefit for the Homeless, “Home 
Sweet Home”  from 7:00-11:00 
p.m. on Saturday, October 16th at 
the Hyatt Regency, 575 Memo-
rial Drive, Cambridge.  
 
 

President’s Ballroom Pass 
Dessert & Dancing: $50 

 
 

VIP Passport: $75 
Dessert/Port Wine Tasting 

& dinner 
VIP Passport includes 

President’s Pass 
 
 

Tickets available on our website, 
www.CHAFund.org, and at  
participating vendors after Labor Day. 
 
20% discount for President’s Pass 
tickets ordered online before  
September 30th 

 Want to help your 
community while enjoying 
great food and music?  The 
Cambridge Housing Assis-
tance Fund is pleased to pre-
sent the third annual “Home 
Sweet Home” dessert tasting 
and competition  on Saturday 
night, October 16th, 2010 at 
the Cambridge Hyatt Regency 
Hotel’s Presidential Ballroom. 
This spectacular and delicious 
evening will open many doors 

for the homeless by bringing 
together the area’s greatest 
dessert chefs and restaurants, 
reflecting the very best eater-
ies of Boston, Cambridge and 
surrounding areas.  There will 
also be dancing to the Love 
Dogs, raffles and silent and live 
auctions. 
 "Last year's Home 
Sweet Home event was so 
successful that many more 
award-winning restaurants 
have signed on for our third 
year," said David Pap, CHAF 
Board Chair. “Our goal is to 
raise $150,000 to help 80 ‘at 
risk’ families and individuals to 
avoid or escape from home-
lessness.”   
 Billy Costa (NECN’s 
TV Diner) will host this fabu-
lous culinary event and will be 
joined by Celebrity Judges Jill 
Epstein (Publisher of Where 

 Cambridge Trust 
is pleased to once again 
take the lead for CHAF's 
Home Sweet Home 2010 
fundraising campaign.   
 "The commitment 
and leadership of CHAF in 
helping to end homeless-
ness has never been more 
relevant than in today's 
environment" said Joe 
Roller, president and CEO 
of Cambridge Trust. 
"Since its inception in 
1999, CHAF has been an 
example of a partnership 

Joe Roller III 
President & CEO  

Cambridge Trust Company 

Cambridge Trust Company to Lead CHAF in 2010 
Goal to raise $150,000 to help 80 homeless families 

 "With the help of 
the Cambridge commu-
nity and beyond,” said 
Roller, “our goal is to raise 
$150,000 which will assist 
more than 80 homeless or 
near homeless families in 
securing a place to live, 
said Roller." To kick off 
the fundraising effort, 
Cambridge Trust an-
nounced that it will do-
nate $15,000 to this year’s 
campaign. 

that works by bringing 
together the resources of 
businesses, individuals and 
community leaders to 
raise funding for local 
families in need.  

- continued on page 2 

SAVE THE DATE! 

to Eat Boston), Ilene Bezahler 
(Publisher/ Editor of Edible Bos-
ton) and Lynne Viera (President 
& CEO, How2Heros Inc). Host 
Chef Robert Daugherty of 
Zephyr on the Charles at the 

Billy Costa  
NECN’s TV Diner 

Art Spears, President & CEO of East 
Cambridge Savings Bank, and his wife 

Mary sample vintage Port wines at  
HSH 2009 
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track. 
 Then, through my 
shelter, I was introduced to 
HomeStart.  I had entered a 
lottery with the housing au-
thority to be put on a list to 
get a housing voucher.  When 
my name got pulled, I was told 
to gather mountains of paper-
work and prepare for an inter-
view with the housing author-
ity.  Luckily, I had my Home-
Start Advocate to help me 
through this difficult process.  
They determined that I was 
eligible for a voucher.  I was so 

 “A couple of years 
ago, I was going through a 
very tough time in my life. I 
had broken my arm and was 
put on medication to deal 
with the pain.  I ended up 
getting addicted to this medi-
cation. Eventually, everything 
came to a head and I was 
evicted from my apartment.  It 
was 2 years ago that I had to 
go into a shelter because I had 
lost my home.  I realized 
enough was enough and I put 
myself into a program to help 
me with my addiction.  I 
wanted to get my life back on 

JENNIFER’S STORY thrilled when I got this news!  
My next step was to go out 
and find an apartment.  I really 
lucked out when I found my 
apartment.  Then I realized I 
had to come up with a secu-
rity deposit, first month’s rent 
and money to pay for a mov-
ing truck before I moved in.  
Funds from the Cambridge 
Housing Assistance Fund paid 
for all of this for me.  That was 
such a blessing! 
 I can’t believe that I 
went from having just a tiny 
corner of a room in a shelter 
to having a home of my own.  

My life is completely differ-
ent now than it was 2 years 
ago.  I decided to go back to 
school for Animal Care 
Technician at North Shore 
Community College.  I just 
love animals and I’ve always 
wanted to work with ani-
mals. 
 It is because of 
CHAF and HomeStart that I 
have a place to call home.  
They have done so much for 
me and I’m glad that I’m able 
to give back by sharing my 
story with all of the wonder-
ful CHAF supporters!” 

- continued from page 1 
CHAF Presents “Home Sweet Home” 

Cambridge Hyatt Regency will 
be joining many other dessert, 
pastry and ice cream chefs to 
present a delectable evening of 
fantastic desserts.  
 
 Wine enthusiasts will 
be able to purchase separate 
Passports to the VIP Room, 
where they can dine on a dinner 
buffet and sample dessert wines.  
Guests will vote on the best 
desserts of the evening to deter-
mine the recipients of the 
CHAF “Yummy Awards!” with 
the Celebrity Judges selecting 
the best overall dessert. 
 
 A sampling of this 
year’s restaurants includes Finale 
Desserterie, Harvest Restaurant, 
Sweet Bakery and Dessert Bar, 
Christina’s Ice Cream, City Ta-
bles at the Lenox Hotel, Cam-
bridge School of Culinary Arts, 

Verrill Farm, The Fireplace, 
Toscanini’s Ice Cream, Kickass 
Cupcakes, Middle East Restau-
rant,  and Zephyr on the 
Charles, with many more ex-
pected to join in the fun! And, 
you will sample wine tastings 
from Westport River Vineyard 
and Winery and Still River 
Winery. 
 
 Tickets, priced at 
$50 for the Presidents Ball-
room and $75 for a VIP Pass-
port, will be available online 
a f t e r  L a b o r  D a y  a t 
www.CHAFund.org. There 
will be a 20% discount for 
President’s Pass tickets or-
dered online before Septem-
ber 30th. Remember to enter 
code NL22 when purchasing 
tickets to be entered in a raffle 
for great prizes at the event. 
Tickets are limited and avail-
able on a first come, first serve 
basis. Watch our website for 
important updates. 

You can help CHAF keep   
80 families in their homes this year. 

 
 
 
 
 

You can prevent one family from  
becoming homeless with an $830 donation. 

 
Donate online at www.CHAFund.org or, send your donation to  

CHAF 
678 Mass Ave, Suite 502 
Cambridge, MA 02139 

“CHAFs gift was 
such a blessing! I 
went from having 

just a tiny corner of 
a room in a shelter 
to having a home 

of my own.” 

EMAIL RAFFLE— 
A SWEET WAY TO GO GREEN 

 
YOU CAN WIN TWO FREE TICKETS TO  

HOME SWEET HOME! 

CHAF is going Green! In an effort to reduce  mailing 
costs and to keep you informed about CHAF events, 
we’re hoping you’ll share your email address with us.  
 
Send to: 
 

email@CHAFund.org   
 
or fill out the reply envelope. You will be entered in a 
raffle to win two President’s Pass tickets, a $100 value. 
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CHAF wins $20,000 Grand Prize in Cambridge 
Savings Bank Community Gift Contest From the Board... 

 To commemorate its 
175th Anniversary, Cambridge 
Savings Bank’s charitable founda-
tion awarded a $20,000 grant to 
The Cambridge Housing Assis-
tance Fund (CHAF).  

“Many thanks to every-
one who voted online for CHAF 
to win,” said CHAF Board Chair 
David Pap. “We are excited to 
receive this major donation to 
help homeless people move into 
homes. And many thanks to Cam-
bridge Savings Bank for their con-
tinuing commitment and generos-
ity to the community.” 

CHAF was selected as 
the grand prize winner after re-
ceiving the most votes in a unique 
online contest that allowed the 
public to select one non-profit to 
receive the grand prize donation. 
An additional $55,000 was 
awarded to nine other area non-
profits in the online voting con-
test. 

“Cambridge Savings 

Bank was overwhelmed by the 
response to our online Com-
munity Gift Contest,” said 
Robert M. Wilson, President/
CEO of Cambridge Savings 
Bank. “Thousands of people 
rallied around their favorite 
non-profits to help them win.  
We are proud to celebrate 
Cambridge Savings Bank’s 175th 
anniversary by giving back to 
organizations who work tire-
lessly to serve their communi-
ties’ most vulnerable residents.”  

In addition to the 
online Community Gift contest, 
Cambridge Savings Bank also 
distributed Signature Gifts of 
$25,000 apiece to the Housing 
Corporation of Arlington and 
three Cambridge non-profits: 
the Salvation Army, Home 
Owners Rehab Inc., and Just-A-
Start. In total, Cambridge Sav-
ings Bank donated $175,000 to 
area housing non-profits to 
celebrate its 175 anniversary. 

Dan Malis, CHAF 
Board Member 

 
 

THANKS TO CHAF’S GENEROUS SUPPORTERS 

Pictured (L-R): Susan Lapierre, senior vice president, community relations and CRA 
officer, Cambridge Savings Bank; Suzanna Krmzian, assistant vice president and Harvard 
Square senior banking center manager, Cambridge Savings Bank; Karen Marryat, senior 
vice president and chief marketing officer, Cambridge Savings Bank; Robert M. Wilson, 
president, Cambridge Savings Charitable Foundation, president and CEO Cambridge 

Savings Bank; David Pap, board chair, Cambridge Housing Assistance Fund; Jean Le-
Vaux, board member, Cambridge Housing Assistance Fund. 

Citizens Bank 
East Cambridge Savings Bank 
Cambridge Local First 
Cort Furniture Leasing 
Harvard University 
Hyatt Regency Cambridge 
Pure Energy Entertainment 
 
 

S&H Construction 
Pure Energy Entertainment 
Hammond Residential 
Malis | Law 
Law Office of Anthony 
 Troiano 
Rubin, Weisman, Colasanti, 
 Kajko & Stein, LLP 
 
 

Clark, Hunt and Embry  
Danversbank 
Federal Home Loan Bank 
Harvard Univeristy  
      Employee Credit Union 
MIT Federal Credit Union 
Novartis 
RE/MAX Destiny 
WT Phelan Insurance 
Wyeth 
 
 

Chestnut Hill Realty 
Didriks 
Emmanuel Jack Markis, Esq.  
ePlace Homes 
Irving House 
MIT 
Mt. Auburn Hospital  
Mortgage Master 
Shippen L. Page, Esq. 
 
 

Cambridge Trust Company 
Cambridge Savings Bank Charitable Foundation 
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Cares 

 Winston Churchill 
once said “never have so 
few done so much for so 
many.”  While Massachu-
setts is ‘statistically in re-
covery’, “so many” Massa-
chusetts residents remain 
left behind, homeless or 
teetering at the brink of 
the homelessness abyss.   
 The result of our 
current economic crisis is 
families living in crowded 
hotel rooms or worse, 
outside the shelter sys-
tem, at enormous social, 
moral, and taxpayer costs. 
 If you’ve read the 
story in this newsletter 
about Jennifer, you can 
see how something as 
simple and unpredictable 
as an illness can lead to 
abandonment and home-
lessness. You can also see 
how much your CHAF 
grant leverages.  By being 
a donor, you can act as 
the bridge across that 
abyss.  Just a few dollars 
provided Jennifer a way to 
afford a home, and gave 
her hope.  We’ve pro-
vided that kind of hope 
for nearly 1,400 families 
and individuals since 1999.
  

 
 T o g e t h e r ,  w e 
raised $150,000 last year to 
help people like Jennifer.  
We’re hoping you’ll help us 
again.  Be part of the few 
privileged enough to help a 
neighbor by donating to 
CHAF.    Remember, for an 
average CHAF grant of only 
$830.00, you can help pre-
vent the state’s annual shel-
ter expenses of nearly 
$40,000.   
 So few dollars, to 
do so much work for so 
many. 
 
Please give generously—
today. 

 

CHAF $20,000 



678 Mass Ave, Suite 502 
Cambridge, MA 02139 
Phone: 617-354-5678  
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Introducing Home Sweet Home’s  Celebrity Judges 

2010 Benefit Chair 
 
Joseph V. Roller II, President & CEO 
  Cambridge Trust Company 
 

Honorary Committee 
 

David P. Maher 
  Mayor  
Francis H. Duehay 
  Former Mayor  
Alice K. Wolf 
   State Representative 
Henrietta Davis  
Kenneth E. Reeves 
Marjorie C. Decker 
Denise Simmons 
  City Councilors 
Mary Power 
  Harvard University  
Arthur C. Spears, President & CEO 
  East Cambridge Savings Bank 
Robert M. Wilson, President & CEO 
  Cambridge Savings Bank  
Norm McIver 
  Cambridge Trust Company  
Julie Connelly, in memorium 
  Citizens Bank 
John M. Angier, SVP 
  Coldwell Banker Mass. Ave. 
Tod Beaty, President 
  Hammond GMAC Real Estate 
Robert S. Hurlbut, Executive Director 
  Cambridge Community Foundation  
Ilona Kuphal, Manager 
  One First Condominiums 
Teddy Arvanites  
   
Planning Board  
 

David Pap, Board Chair 
  Cambridge Housing Assistance Fund 
Janine Mahoney 
    East Cambridge Savings Bank 
Susan Lapierre 
   Cambridge Savings Bank 
Robert Siegrist 
  Cambridge Trust Company 
Eugene Foley 
Cheryl Gorman 
  Harvard Employee Credit Union 
Paul Turcotte 
  RE/MAX Destiny 
Naomi Sweitzer 
  HomeStart 
Carol Kelly 
  Hammond GMAC Real Estate 
Daniel Malis  
  Malis | Law 
Tony Troiano  
  Troiano Law Firm 
Lois Brunet 
Jean LeVaux 
  Coldwell Banker Huron Ave. 
Barbara Ford 
Andreas Kreutzer 
  Coldwell Banker Mass. Ave. 
Doug Hanna 
   S+H Construction Inc  
Andrea Kantaros 
   Danversbank 
Jinny Nathans, President 
   Cambridge Historical Society    
   

 
 
 
 

Home Sweet Home ‘09 Was a Smashing Success! 

Manjari Chocolate Mousse 
Finale Desserterie 

“Boris The Spider”  
Chocolate Tarte,  

Burdick Chocolate 

Apple Tart with Crème Anglaise 
and Chocolate Sauce 
Sandrine’s Bistro 

At Home Sweet Home  2010 you will enjoy 
Sweet, Sinful, Sensual, Scrumptious,  

Sensational & Scandalous desserts from: 

FINALE DESSERTERIE     HARVEST RESTAURANT    
SWEET BAKERY & DESSERT BAR     THE FIREPLACE  

CHRISTINA’S ICE CREAM    TOSCANINI’S ICE CREAM 
CITY TABLES at the Lenox Hotel     CAMBRIDGE SCHOOL OF CULINARY ARTS 

VERRILL FARM     KICKASS CUPCAKES     MIDDLE EAST RESTAURANT      
ZEPHYR ON THE CHARLES at the Cambridge Hyatt Regency 

Ilene Bezahler 
Publisher & Editor 

Lynne Vierra 
Founder & CEO 

Jill Epstein 
Publisher & Co-Creator 

ediblecommunities.com wheretoeatboston.com 

MEDIA  
SPONSOR: 

AND MANY MORE! 


