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CHAF Basics

The Cambridge Housing Assis-
tance Fund is operated by the
Cambridge Community of Real-
tors in a public/private partner-
ship with the Cambridge bank-
ing community, HomeStart, the
Cambridge Multi-Service Center
and the Cambridge Housing
Authority. CHAF provides a
bridge to housing for homeless
and near homeless families and
individuals by assisting with the
startup costs of renting an apart-
ment and providing one time as-
sistance grants to families at risk
of becoming homeless.

CHAF is a broad-based commu-
nity coalition of Realtors, civic and
business leaders, universities, local
banks, and concerned citizens pull-
ing together to break the cycle of
homelessness. Since its inception
in 1999, CHAF has raised $1.1
million, enough to open doors for
more than 1,300 households.

The Cambridge Housing Assistance Fund

F REPORTS

Winter 2007

CHAF Jazz Night Benefits Homeless as
Musicians Make Smooth Jam

On Friday, Sept. 28, CHAF
hosted its 9th Annual Benefit
Concert for the Homeless at
Sanders Theatre in Harvard
Square. This year’s concert
featured Freddy Cole, leg-
endary jazz musician and
brother of the late Nat King
Cole, along with Detroit Diva
Kathy Kosins and legendary
soul/jazz  saxophonist Red
Holloway.

Inside Sanders Theatre, the
mood was feisty and sonic -
its yawning recesses provid-
ing much aurorean ambiance
for both musician, and jazz
enthusiast alike. Playing as if
possessed, Freddy and com-
pany put on a show for the
ages. Pleading through every
passionate note, Cole, Kosins
and Holloway powerfully

Freddie Cole
-photo by Clay Walker

proclaimed that homelessness
be stamped out here in Cam-
bridge — and beyond.

“We are extremely fortunate
to have had Freddy Cole and
his friends perform at our ben-
efit concert. Freddy was just
inducted into the Georgia Mu-
sic Hall of Fame earlier this
month, and he’s won count-

less awards and accolades for
his unique voice and musical
excellence,” said David Pap,
volunteer Director of CHAF,
which used the concert as a fo-
cus for its fundraising efforts.

Naomi Sweitzer, Assistant
Executive Director for Home-
Start, Inc., one of CHAF’s
partners, said “I’ve seen a lot
of positive change in the city
because of CHAF. CHAF
breaks down some of the last
barriers to having a home for
homeless or near homeless
people — by providing the
funds to assist them with se-
curing housing.”

-edited from Chris Gendron
story in Spare Change

Cambridge Trust Leads CHAF to 2007 Triumph

Joseph V. Roller Il, President
& CEO of Cambridge Trust
Company

CHAF is very proud to re-
port that The Cambridge Trust
Company has led the homeless
outreach organization to its best
year ever, reaching $175,000 in
total contributions as of De-

cember 1st with the potential of
reaching $185,000 by year end.
Joseph Roller, President and
CEO, who acted as CHAF’s
2007 Benefit Chair, expressed
his organization’s excitement as
the campaign comes to a close:
“The bar was set high for this
2007 fundraising event. Our
goal of $175,000 was a stretch
but achievable. In the end, re-
gardless of the final tally, we
can take pride in knowing that
our collective efforts will as-
sist more than 200 homeless
and near homeless families in
our community find permanent
homes along with safety, secu-
rity and dignity.

Cambridge Savings to Lead CHAF Campaign in 2008

Robert M. Wilson, President
& CEO of Cambridge Savings
Bank, will chair CHAF’s 2008
fundraising campaign. Cam-
bridge Savings has been a sup-
porter of CHAF’s mission since
its founding in 1999.

“At Cambridge Savings we look
forward to leading CHAF’s 2008
fundraising effort to help Cam-
bridge families break the cycle
of homelessness,” said Wilson.
“We are deeply committed to
improving the quality of life and
contributing to the social good of
the communities we serve.”

Mr. Wilson has over 25 years
experience in banking and has
been a long-time supporter of

Robert Wilson, President & CEO
of Cambridge Savings Bank
organizations that create solu-
tions for local problems. Cam-
bridge Savings is one of the
oldest community banks in
Massachusetts with a commit-
ment to community action on
critical issues that affect the
quality of people’s lives.
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Deay CHAF qu:pov’cer,

(was fleetng @ domestie violentt ceuation. twas Left ovmeless for four
eqrs anol had LSt my cniloren and Was ctrugoling with an ateohol and drug ao-

’

dictiow. | was splrituallyy mentally), and phgs’waugj Avained and fele defented.

| had @ destre 0 chanoe andt veached out for help. 1 began with asking My

Lovd Jesus for help and thot was the beglning of wy) Jowrnty to recovery: coat
ctavted placing people o Y path ool one of then Was CHAF.

{ haot & Lot of challenges wp anead of me. | found it difflenlt ctaying At
chelters and 9oind {nko the streets envly each orning. BLCaunst of CHAF, L Wi
able to seeure noushng and to have a safe place €0 lay Wy nead, worke ov MY vecov-
ey and re-build the Celationship that wis cevered with all three of vy children.

Today | have sustody of ALl thvee of mY cnildren. CHAT has been a ReY
plece £0 the foundation | puill ey Life on- | . able to give Y Eime to the elderty,
cenving lunches and talieing about thelr journeys and v also able £ help out
pthey orgh nizatlons.

CHAF has been @ blessing to e anot vy chiloven. 1 wow have a three bedt-
voom howe €0 provide My cnildren with healthy, sofe place €0 Learve and grow. |
apprectate the sbiwple Ehings, cuch as siEng arownd with W) children watehing @
movie, talRWAG and Laughing. \We 9P for walkes, MY con has sleepovers: and | o
slole £o be ackive i all aveas of my) chilovew's’ Lives today-

Just vecently | £poke YY) WD SOVS £o thebr flrst Red SO% gawme. TO wateh the
Joy ow thelr faces Wis priceless. W Septenber L SAV my daughter off ko collede with
2 heart full of gracituoe €0 have gotten 0 be there for her AccompLiSMents and this
sblestone tn her Life.

Today | Lok forward to 7 future of belng able to wmakke A diFference v the
Lives of others. | would Like to 90 back to school €0 study FsgchoLo@@ Aol haman
cervices and conkinie to shave hope and {neplracion with others. T polay | A O
Longer that defeatedt WovAAVL: | ojive all glory £o cook and the people he placea along
my PWC\/\, CHAF belng one.

Thank Yow

cavol Pooler

CHAF REPORTS

Carol Pooler,
formerly homeless
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CHAF supporters at the pre-concert reception at the Regattabar at the Charles Hotel on September 29th, 2007.

Joseph V. Roller II, Pres- John Angier, manager of Coldwell Banker Mass Ave, left, Sal Sava- New CHAF Sponsor Doug
ident & CEO of Cam- rese of Cambridge Trust Company & Bruce Embry of Clark, Hunt Hanna, of S&H Construction
bridge Trust Company, & Embry.

signs a BIG check to
help homeless families

51&"'

'5“3

Mayor Ken Reeves, right, with Paul Turcotte Naomi Swietzer of HomeStart, left, Gene Paula Kreutzer left, with Andreas Kreutzer
of RE/MAX Destiny & Joe Roller in back- Foley, President & CEO of Harvard Em- & Lois Brunet, Coldwell Banker & CHAF
ground. ployee Credit Union & Rhonda Black Board members

From left, front row: CHAF recipient Carol Pooler & her son with CHAF Board members Jean LeVaux, llona Kuphal, Chair Joseph Roller, Sa-
mara Grossman, Susan LaPierre & Barbara Ford; 2d & 3d rows: Andreas Kreutzer, Gene Foley, Paul Turcotte, Lois Brunet, Dan Malis, Rob
Siegrist, John Angier, Tony Troiano, & CHAF Director David Pap.
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Samara Grossman Thanks CHAF for
Tikkun Olam at Fall Reception

It is an honor to be part of this CHAF community, this
community that is changing the world. That may sound
like an exaggeration, but I truly don’t feel that it is.

Let me show you why:

When you go home tonight, after a wonderful evening
of good company, good food and drink, AND
good music, what will be the first thing that
you do? Flop down on the couch and
greet your spouse, children, or pets?
Grab a little nighttime snack from the
fridge? Get a glass of water and take
a good long hot shower? What if in-
stead I told you that tonight you had
nowhere to go? That your bed was
going to be the Cambridge common
bushes on the left side of the fence?
That your next meal was dependent
on the generosity of others? That
your next shower was the bathroom in
a supermarket?

What if I then said you have the power to
ensure that no one in Cambridge has to go
home to that?

In fact, you do have that power, because I have seen it in
action. I have the honor of managing some of the funds
that you so carefully raise. I see where CHAF contribu-
tions go and I want to tell you again, by contributing to
CHAF, you are making a difference in this world.

Let me show you how: You know that it only takes $670
to prevent a family from becoming homeless.

But did you know that also gave our client Susan the
chance to sit with her daughter and help her with her
homework- a chance she feared she would lose forever
because Social Service said they would adopt her daugh-
ter out if she didn’t find a home for them to live in soon. It
gave her peace of mind and a chance to raise her daughter
without fear.

It gave Dave a chance to come home at night and feed his
cat, to read his favorite books and call his grown children

and tell them to come over for dinner next Saturday. It
gave him dignity and self respect.

It gave Rita, who is recovering from an abusive relation-

ship, a safe space to call home. She can rest knowing that

she holds the keys to her door and her future. It gave her
the chance to start over.

I also believe you are changing the world

in a way that is beyond the material. I am

Jewish, and I have always been intrigued

by one particular belief that is held by

some in Judaism — one that I want
to share with you tonight, because I
think it is so relevant.

There is a belief that God contracted

divinity to make room for creation.

During that contraction, it is said that
the divine went into special vessels as
light, some of which shattered and scat-
AR tered from the effects. It is said that the

V scattered shards are us, and our souls are
the light. There is a term in Judaism; some

of you may know it--called Tikkun Olam,

Samara Grossman of HomeStart  or repair of the world. This term reflects

the belief that humanity’s great task is to
find and free the divine light in the shards, thereby restor-
ing the world to balance. The best way to do this, to repair
the world, is said to be through social action.

So, I believe that tonight you have performed Tikkun
Olam - your generous support of CHAF has made it pos-
sible for many Cantibridgians to find a place to call home.
And more than that, you have made it possible for people
to find their own light again--light they can then share
with the world. The world is a changed place, a better
place because of your efforts, your Tikkun Olam.

I am again honored to be able to introduce you to one
woman and her incredible story — a story which demon-
strates the ways in which support of CHAF truly changes
lives. Please (read the letter on page 2) as Carol Pool-
er talks to you of repair, of hope and courage and light.
Please know that your support of CHAF helped to make
it possible.
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Cambridge Club Hosts CHAF Panel

On November 5th, the vener-
able 128-year-old Cambridge
Club hosted the Cambridge
Housing Assistance Fund at
the Harvard Faculty Club in
Harvard Square. The evening
featured dinner, discussion, and
questions about the causes and
solutions to homelessness in
Massachusetts.

Club president Warren “Ren-
ny” Little, opened the evening
by warmly welcoming all in at-
tendance and emphasizing that
part of the Cambridge Club’s
mission is to stay close to the
critical issues that can improve
life in Cambridge. He empha-
sized that many members had
expressed considerable interest
in the work that organizations
such as CHAF do in helping
people in trouble to get back on

their feet.

David Pap, CHAF’s Director,
followed with a discussion of
how a group of entrepreneurial
Realtors had raised $1,000,000
plus in a short nine years to ad-
dress the problem of helping
families and individuals to break
the cycle of homelessness.

Highlighting the evening
were remarks by Linda Wood-
Boyle, the Executive Director
of HomeStart, CHAF’s partner
organization that has shown
critical success both in transi-
tioning people from shelters
to homes, and in homelessness
prevention.

“We have come a long way as a
community over the years in un-
derstanding the key components
to solving this problem of both
ending people’s homelessness

CHAF SALUTES NEW SPONSOR
S&H CONSTRUCTION

CHAF thanks Doug Hanna & Alex Slive of S&H Construction, one of
Cambridge premiere renovation specialists, for contributing $5,000 to
CHAPF, enough to help 6 families move from shelters to homes. “It’s
important for all of us who thrive & prosper in Cambridge to find ways
to give back & help our neighbors need,” said Hanna. “CHAF does an
excellent job of helping at risk families to find or retain their housing.”

E

YOU CAN HELP BREAK THE CYCLE

Donate online at www.CHAFund.org
Or, send your donation to CHAF,
PO Box 381332, Cambridge, MA 02238

OF HOMELESSNESS

HARVARD UNIVERSITY SPONSORS
CONCERT AND RECEPTION

Harvard University has once
again generously sponsored
CHAF’s fall fundraisers by
graciously providing Sanders
Theatre at Harvard’s Memorial
Hall and underwriting the cost

of the pre-concert reception.

CHAF extends it warmest
thanks to Alan Stone, Mary
Ann Jarvis and Mary Power in
the Office of Community Af-
fairs for their continued support.

THANKS DAVID, WELCOME KEVIN

New CHAF Director Kevin Sheehan,
left, with CHAF Board Chair David Pap

The Cambridge Housing
Assistance Fund is proud to
announce that David Pap,
who co-founded the organi-
zation in 1999 and has been
its volunteer executive direc-
tor for the entire nine years
of its operation, will become
CHAF’s Chairman of the
Board. CHAF welcomes its
new executive director, Kev-
in Sheehan, to the organiza-
tion as of December 1st.

“After nine years direct-
ing CHAF, I feel it is time
to pass the torch,” said Pap.
“It has been gratifying to
watch CHAF grow and I
thank everyone for their par-
ticipation. I look forward to
working with the board to
continue CHAF’s mission to
break the cycle of homeless-
ness. Kevin Sheehan brings
a wide range of skills and
experience to the position as
well as a firm commitment to
helping the homeless. He’ll
do a good job moving CHAF
forward.”

Sheehan, an award-winning
Cambridge Realtor, has just
completed a book on the
spirit of leadership A Leader
Becomes a Leader: Inspi-
rational Stories of Leader-
ship for a New Generation
that has had a warm recep-
tion around the country. He
is the founder of Starbucks
Hear Music (“The Voice of
Starbucks™) and has served
as a consultant and board

member to various non
profits such as Pas-
sim Cultural Center in
Harvard Square.

“It is a privilege to
serve this organiza-
tion that has helped
so many,” Sheehan
explained.  “Helping
homeless individuals and
families off the street and
into homes is a sparkling
legacy that CHAF has cre-
ated in partnership with
HomeStart. Our job moving
forward will be to amplify
the reach of the organiza-
tion and to continue to build
the network of Cambridge
citizens who are involved in
making this critical solution
happen every day.”

The volunteer board and
team of volunteers that
guide CHAF consist of con-
cerned citizens, civic and
business leaders, and non-
profit experts from a variety
of disciplines. Dan Malis, a
prominent Cambridge real
estate attorney who has been
instrumental in helping build
the organization described
David Pap’s legacy this
way:

“Without David, this orga-
nization simply would not
exist. We have been blessed
to have had critical contri-
butions from an important
group of individuals, Real-
tors, banks, business lead-
ers, and other contributors.
But one leader, at the end
of the day, needs to do the
heavy lifting. In concert
with a group of very talent-
ed people, David has led an
effort that has raised more
than $1,000,000 and housed
some 1200 individuals and
families. Thank you.”
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2007 Benefit Chair

Joseph V. Roller II, President & CEO
Cambridge Trust Company

Honorary Committee

Kenneth E. Reeves
Mayor
Francis H. Duehay
Former Mayor
Alice K. Wolf
Anthony D. Galluccio
State Representatives
Henrietta Davis
Marjorie C. Decker
Michael A. Sullivan
City Councilors
Alan Stone
Harvard University
Arthur C. Spears, President & CEO
East Cambridge Savings Bank
Robert M. Wilson, President & CEO
Cambridge Savings Bank
John M. Angier, SVP
Coldwell Banker Mass. Ave.
Robert S. Hurlbut
Cambridge Community Foundation
Julie Connely
Citizens Bank
Tod Beaty, President
Hammond GMAC Real Estate
Norm Mclver
Cambridge Trust Company
Ilona Kuphal, Manager
One First Condominiums
Teddy Arvanites

Planning Board

David Pap, Board Chair
Kevin Sheehan, Executive Director
Cambridge Housing Assistance Fund
Susan Lapierre
East Cambridge Savings Bank
Jean Levaux
Lois Brunet
Coldwell Banker Huron Ave.
Barbara Ford
Andreas Kreutzer
Coldwell Banker Mass. Ave.
Robert Siegrist
Cambridge Trust Company
Paul Turcotte
RE/MAX Destiny
Daniel Malis
Malislaw.com
Linda Wood Boyle
Naomi Sweitzer
Joanna Vanden
HomeStart
Eugene Foley
Harvard Employees Credit Union
Antony Troiano, P.C.

www.CHAFund.org

Thanks to our Friends & Sponsors
the 9th Annual Benefit Concert
raised $175,000 to help the homeless!

Leadership Circle ($15,000+)
Cambridge Trust Company
Coldwell Banker Cares

Event Sponsors ($10,000+)
Whole Foods
Citizens Bank

Harvard University
East Cambridge Savings Bank

Benefactor ($5,000+)
Sheraton Commander Hotel
Cambridge Savings Bank
S&H Construction

Patron ($2,500+)
Cambridge Side Galleria
Hammond Residential Real Estate

Donor ($1,500+)
W.T. Phelan Insurance * Wyeth
SMC Management Corporation
The Law Offices of Anthony Troiano III
Trinity Realty Property Management
Harvard University Employees Credit Union
Houghton Place / 1008 Massachusetts Ave
Irving House ¢ Federal Home Loan Bank
Caru Retail, LLC / Caru Associates
Craig and Macauley P.C.
Leader Bank ¢ Lopisi Law Offices * Malis Law
MIT Federal Credit Union ¢ Novartis * RE/MAX Destiny
Ruberto, Israel & Weiner, P.C.

Friend ($750+)
Chestnut Hill Realty * Clark, Hunt and Embry
Central Bank * Ambit Press  Anna’s Taqueria
The Banker Company * Boston Private Bank & Trust Co.
Cambridge Portuguese Credit Union
Emanuel John Markis, Esq. ¢ Foster & Eldridge, LLP
Gentle Giant Moving Company
Kensington Chambers, LLC
MIT / Gov’t & Community Relations  Opinion Dynamics Corp.
Philip Johnson Associates Advertising & Marketing
Mount Auburn Hospital * Shippen L. Page, Esq
Sovereign Bank * Summit Mortgage * NStar
Tags Hardware

Cambridge Club

- continued from page 5

and by preventing their displace-
ment in the first place” she ex-
plained. “By providing targeted,
expert housing search and com-
prehensive follow-up services,
we have been tremendously
successful in assisting folks to
move into and retain permanent,
affordable housing.”

“The element we found miss-
ing in our process was a check,”
she emphasized, “first month’s
rent, last month’s rent, and secu-
rity deposit. You get to the end
of these steps in the process and
people face this final, often pro-
hibitive barrier. They need help
with the ‘upfront’ costs associ-
ated with moving into an apart-
ment—and that’s where CHAF
comes in and has been a critical
partner in closing the loop.”

“In addition to the assistance
with ending homelessness,
CHATF funds are essential in our
work in preventing homeless-
ness. Often we see folks who
are very low income, barely
making ends meet who are in
danger of losing their housing
because of one isolated but un-
expected additional expense.
It could be a day without pay
to care for a sick child or ag-
ing parent, unexpected medical
bills or a temporary work lay
off. Often the amount of funds
needed to fill the gap and enable
a family to maintain their hous-
ing is minimal, and this is where
CHATF funds are crucial.”

Little closed by saying, “Club
members are all involved in
volunteer activities in the City
and appreciate hearing from
fellow members about efforts to
make Cambridge a better place
in which to live.”

CHAF THANKS

AMBIT PRESS
FOR DONATING
THE PRINTING OF
THIS NEWSLETTER.




