
Hello, my name is Eugene and I 
wanted to share my story with 

you, so that you can know just 

how much CHAF changes peo-
ple‘s lives for the better. Here is 

my story: I was homeless for al-

most four years.  I was addicted to 
drugs and alcohol.  I was living in 

abandoned houses. Then I had a 

stroke and I spent two weeks in 
the hospital.  The stroke left me 

slightly paralyzed on my right side 
and impacted my memory.  I 

ended up at a shelter in Cambridge 

where I was referred to Home-
Start.  At the shelter I received 

treatment, physical speech and 

occupational therapy.  During 
my stay at the shelter I started to  

transform – gaining a better 

perspective on my life and how 
to live.  I began to have a better 

relationship with my only daugh-

ter and I was able to be a better 
father – more consistent and 

supportive.   
 After more than a 

year of seeking housing with 

HomeStart I received one of 
HomeStart‘s housing vouchers 

and my housing advocate helped 

me find an apartment.  When I 
moved to my apartment I 

needed help with some of the 

move-in costs.  That’s where 
CHAF saved the day.  Those 

funds broke down the final 

barrier from me being homeless 
to being in my own home. 

Lo ng-time  CHAF su ppo r te r 
Whole Foods Market once again 

made a generous donation to 

CHAF.  Whole Foods donated 5% 
of net profits from sales at their 

Fresh Pond and River Street stores 

on Wednesday, March 9th.  
―We want to thank all 

the customers who shopped at 

either Whole Foods Market Fresh 
Pond or River Street last Wednes-

day, March 9 for our 5% Day to 
benefit the Cambridge Housing 

Association Fund (CHAF),‖ said  

Claire Davies and David Remillard 

From L to R: Claire Davies & David Remillard from Whole Foods, Susan Lapierre of Cambridge Savings 
Bank, Barbara Ford of Coldwell Banker, Jasmin Lucci of ePlace Homes, Andrea Kantaros of Danversbank, 
Andreas Kreutzer of Coldwell Banker, David Pap/CHAF Board Chair & Coldwell Banker and David 

Hariri of RE/MAX Destiny.  

 Now that I am clean 
and housed, my relationship 

with my daughter is very open. 

What I was building with her 
while in the shelter has really 

come to life!  I see her every 

other week and was able to re-
cently celebrate her graduation 

from high school and see her 

enter her first year in college.  
My ability to be so present and 

so proud of her comes from the 
consistency I was able to gain 

from having a home. Without 

HomeStart and CHAF, my 
daughter would be lost out there 

in the world without a father.   

 Since entering hous-
ing, I have been steadily working 

on my education and improving 

my memory and focus skills.  I 
am happy to say that I have  

been sober for 4 years.  I am a 

graduate of Salvation Army‘s 
Umoja program, which is a spiri-

tual support recovery program for 
men transitioning from homeless-

ness to independent living.  This 

July I became a Senior Soldier at 
Salvation Army as well.   

 In this role, I am giving 

back by supporting those who are 
in need just as I once was.  I am  

becoming a consistent, reliable and 

responsible community citizen, 
helping those who have less than 

me, those in my community, those 
right here in Cambridge.   

 HomeStart and CHAF 

gave me what I couldn‘t give my-
self and that‘s another chance at 

life, being a better father and an 

engaged, proud, community citi-
zen. 

 Thank you for reading 

my story.  I want you to know that 
your support of CHAF helps 

transform lives – from no hope to 

hope.  CHAF ends homelessness. 

of Whole Foods Marketing and 
Community Relations Depart-

ment. ―The outcome of that 

benefit day allows us to proudly 
d o n ate  th e  am o u n t o f  

$10,568.56. CHAF‘s mission to 

break the cycle of homelessness 
in our community is noble and 

Whole Foods shares in support-

ing CHAF‘s mission.‖  
―We are honored to 

be the recipient of a Whole 
Foods 5% day,‖ said Barbar a 

Ford, Coldwell Banker Realtor 

and CHAF Board Member. 

―The amount donated is enough 
to help 8 homeless families to 

move from a shelter, or life on 

the street, to safe secure hous-
ing; or to retain the home they 

already have and avoid falling into 
homelessness in the first place. We 

thank Whole Foods for their con-

tinued support since CHAF‘s 
founding in 1999.‖  

Tonight there are more 

than 1500 families staying in 

family shelters or motels.  

Of those families, 

the majority have children 

under 5 years old. 




